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What to Expect from Today

• Accessing the death records 
– Before & after

• Project overview
• Searching
• Demo
• Seeking Michigan web site



Michigan Deaths, 1897-1920

• 302 rolls of microfilm 
• Nearly 1,000,000 records
• Indexes for 1897-1914

– No index for 1915-1920



Michigan Deaths, 1897-1920

• Name
• Date of death
• Marital status
• Age
• Place of death
• Cause of death
• Occupation
• Father’s name
• Mother’s name

• Age at first marriage
• Parent of how many 

children
• How many still living
• Birthplace
• Place and date of 

burial
• Informant
• Undertaker





1900 Michigan 
Death Index

• Book and page 
number?





Project Overview

• Abrams Foundation
• The Generations Network (Ancestry)

– Scanning and indexing
– Library retains publishing rights

• CONTENTdm
• Timeline
• FREE!



Searching

• County
• City / Village / Twp. 
• Last Name
• First Name
• Age / Birth Year

• Death Year
• Death Month
• Death Day
• Father’s Last Name
• Father’s First Name
• Certificate Number



Our Sample Today

• 1,053 records
• Less than 0.1% of total collection
• Grand Traverse, Gratiot, and Hillsdale
• Records from 1899
• We’re still learning!
• Demo



























Seeking Michigan

• www.seekingmichigan.org
• Online community of historical collections
• Dramatic redesign of existing site
• Timeline



Final Thoughts

• “Michigan, My Michigan”
• FamilySearch Labs & Seeking Michigan

– 1867-1920 all online
– Free

• Looking ahead
– Future collections
– Going live

• Stay tuned!



Questions?

Library of Michigan
702 W. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48909

(517) 373-1300
librarian@michigan.gov

http://michigan.gov/familyhistory
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